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near the site, Mecca Elementary 
School and Saul Martinez Elementary 
School. 

I became involved because local citi-
zens, including teachers and students 
at the two schools, spoke out about the 
public health threat in Mecca that 
needed to be addressed immediately. I 
am so pleased that the Environmental 
Protection Agency stepped up its ef-
forts to clean up the air pollution in 
and around the community of Mecca. 

I give special thanks to the residents 
of Mecca, including the students at 
Mecca Elementary School, for speak-
ing up and telling the truth about the 
troubling conditions nearby. It is an 
example to all Americans that we have 
a stake in our communities and that 
by fighting for what is right, we can 
make our country a better, safer and 
healthier nation.∑ 

f 

HANKINSON, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
am pleased to recognize a community 
in North Dakota that is celebrating its 
125th anniversary. From July 1–4, the 
residents of Hankinson, ND, will gather 
to celebrate their community’s found-
ing. 

The town of Hankinson was founded 
in 1886, and was named after COL Rich-
ard Henry Hankinson. At the time, 
Colonel Hankinson was promoting a 
townsite called Kelly a few miles to the 
south, but development shifted to the 
new site, which had just been reached 
by both the Great Northern Railroad 
and the Soo Line Railroad. Both of 
these railroads were trying to establish 
control in the area. The post office was 
established on December 6, 1886, with 
Colonel Hankinson as the postmaster, 
and the town was named in his honor. 

Today, Hankinson is the home of 
Hankinson Renewable Energy, which is 
one of the largest ethanol facilities in 
the United States. The facility began 
operations in 2009 and produces ap-
proximately 110 million gallons of eth-
anol per year. Great facilities such as 
this one show the future of energy in 
the United States, and help ease our 
dependence on foreign oil. 

The citizens of Hankinson are proud 
to mention the many reasons their 
community is so strong. The city offers 
genuine small town living with a public 
library, city park, the ‘‘Caboose’’ Mu-
seum, and the Jack L. Bopp Memorial 
Football Field. The Hankinson area is 
also known for excellent hunting and 
fishing. 

In honor of the city’s 125th anniver-
sary, community leaders have orga-
nized a golf tournament, car and bike 
show, flea market, children’s tractor 
pull, street dances, a parade, a fire-
works display, and other celebratory 
events. 

I ask that my colleagues in the U.S. 
Senate join me in congratulating 
Hankinson, ND and its residents on 
their first 125 years and in wishing 
them well in the future. By honoring 
Hankinson and all other historic small 

towns of North Dakota, we keep the 
great pioneering frontier spirit alive 
for future generations. It is places such 
as Hankinson that have helped shape 
this country into what it is today, 
which is why this fine community is 
deserving of our recognition. 

Hankinson has a proud past and a 
bright future.∑ 

f 

OAKES, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to recognize a commu-
nity in North Dakota that will be cele-
brating its 125th anniversary. On June 
10–12, the residents of Oakes will gath-
er to celebrate their community’s his-
tory and founding. 

Oakes is a vibrant community lo-
cated in Dickey County. This Northern 
Pacific Railroad, NPRR, townsite was 
founded in 1886. The town was named 
for Thomas Fletcher Oakes, who was 
the NPRR president from 1888–1893. Its 
first mayor, Thomas Frank Marshall, 
later became a U.S. Representative. 
Oakes is also the hometown of former 
NFL player, Phil Hansen. 

Citizens of Oakes are proud of their 
community and what it has to offer. 
They boast that their town is the hub 
of southeastern North Dakota, with an 
excellent school system, a well-estab-
lished clinic, and a new hospital facil-
ity. While a strong agricultural com-
munity, Oakes also has a booming 
business sector. Its citizens are hon-
ored to call Oakes their home and 
know that it is a great place to live 
and raise a family. 

The residents of Oakes have already 
begun celebrating their town’s anniver-
sary. They gathered for a family night 
the first day in January to kick off 
their 125th year. They have also 
planned numerous activities for the 
weekend of June 10–12 to continue the 
celebration, including a walk/run, an 
all-school reunion, a parade along Main 
Avenue, and two evenings of live music 
and street dances. 

I ask the U.S. Senate to join me in 
congratulating Oakes, ND, and its resi-
dents on their first 125 years and in 
wishing them well in the future. By 
honoring Oakes and all other historic 
small towns of North Dakota, we keep 
the great pioneering frontier spirit 
alive for future generations. It is places 
such as Oakes that have helped shape 
this country into what it is today, 
which is why this fine community is 
deserving of our recognition. 

Oakes has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 

f 

RUGBY, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize a community in 
North Dakota that will be celebrating 
its 125th anniversary. On July 1–3, the 
residents of Rugby will gather to cele-
brate their community’s history and 
founding. 

Rugby is a vibrant community in 
North Dakota that was founded in 1886. 

This Great Northern Railroad station 
was platted as Rugby Junction, but 
since its founding has been simply 
called Rugby, for Rugby, War-
wickshire, England. 

Today, Rugby is home to almost 200 
businesses in a variety of fields includ-
ing craftsmanship, manufacturing, ag-
riculture, retail, food services, and 
health care. Rugby is also part of the 
North Dakota Wind Power Project 
which consists of several wind turbines 
that produce clean, renewable energy. 
In addition, Rugby is recognized as the 
geographic center of North America. 

In order to preserve the history of 
the city, Rugby has established muse-
ums including the Dale & Martha 
Hawk Museum and the Prairie Village 
Museum. Both of these museums are 
dedicated to the pioneering families 
and ancestors of the local community. 
Rugby is also home to a beautiful golf 
course, the Northern Lights Tower, the 
historic Pierce County Courthouse, and 
is near the scenic International Peace 
Gardens. 

The citizens of Rugby are proud of all 
of their accomplishments over the past 
125 years and have planned a celebra-
tion that will include, among other 
things, golf tournaments, a softball 
tournament, a 5K run/walk, local en-
tertainment, a car show, a parade, and 
food and craft vendors. 

I ask the U.S. Senate to join me in 
congratulating Rugby, ND, and its resi-
dents on the first 125 years and in wish-
ing them well through the next cen-
tury. By honoring Rugby and all the 
other historic small towns of North Da-
kota, we keep the great pioneering 
frontier spirit alive for future genera-
tions. It is places such as Rugby that 
have helped to shape this country into 
what it is today, which is why this fine 
community is deserving of our recogni-
tion. 

Rugby has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 

f 

TOWNER, NORTH DAKOTA 
∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
am pleased to recognize a community 
in North Dakota that is celebrating its 
125th anniversary. From July 1–4, the 
residents of Towner, ND, will gather to 
celebrate their community’s founding. 

Towner, the ‘‘Cattle Capital of North 
Dakota,’’ was founded in 1886. The town 
was named after Colonel Oscar M. 
Towner, who was a Confederate veteran 
of the Civil War and played major roles 
in the development of Grand Forks and 
McHenry Counties. Towner established 
a post office on December 11, 1886. 

Located in north central North Da-
kota, Towner is a vibrant community 
and the county seat of McHenry Coun-
ty. Today, Towner is home to many 
local businesses, such as Anderson Fu-
neral Home, Farmers Union Elevator, 
Gunter Honey, Johnson Clinic, McIntee 
Law Firm, Towner Foods, Ranch House 
Restaurant, and Western State Bank. 

In honor of the city’s 125th anniver-
sary, community leaders have orga-
nized a number of fun activities. There 
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will be live music, a street dance, pan-
cake breakfast, golf tournament, 
rodeo, fireworks, a classic car show, 
and a parade. 

I ask that my colleagues in the U.S. 
Senate join me in congratulating 
Towner, ND, and its residents on their 
first 125 years and in wishing them well 
in the future. By honoring Towner and 
all other historic small towns of North 
Dakota, we keep the great pioneering 
frontier spirit alive for future genera-
tions. It is places such as Towner that 
have helped shape this country into 
what it is today, which is why this fine 
community is deserving of our recogni-
tion. 

Towner has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KRISTINE SCHUMAN 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, this 
week marks the 48th annual celebra-
tion of National Small Business Week, 
a time to honor the enormous con-
tributions of small businesses to our 
nation’s economy. We know that small 
firms are truly our country’s greatest 
job creators, responsible for two-thirds 
of new jobs annually, and they have 
consistently led us out of economic 
downturns historically. 

Presently, we have thousands of serv-
icemembers returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan each month. As these 
proud veterans attempt to reenter ci-
vilian life, many seek to start their 
own business. For the past several 
years, veterans in the midcoast region 
of Maine have had a counselor and ad-
vocate named Kristine Schuman help-
ing them achieve their goals. In rec-
ognition of her outstanding commit-
ment to these brave men and women, 
Kristine recently received the Maine 
Veteran Small Business Champion of 
the Year award from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration. Today I ap-
plaud Kristine for her selfless service, 
and offer my sincerest thanks for her 
work. 

A resident of Topsham, Kristine is 
the manager of the Base Realignment 
and Closure, or BRAC, Transition Cen-
ter at Naval Air Station Brunswick, or 
NASB. The town of Brunswick has been 
home to NASB since 1943, when it was 
constructed to assist in the Allied ef-
fort during World War II. Over the 
years, thousands of Navy officers and 
civilians have worked and trained at 
NASB, contributing to a sense of com-
munity at the base. Regrettably, NASB 
was recommended for closure by the 
2005 BRAC Commission, and is expected 
to close later this year. 

As the local community undertakes 
efforts to redevelop the base, many 
who have served at NASB over the 
years have stayed in the Brunswick 
area and now call it home. Indeed, 
Maine boasts the second highest per 
capita veteran population in the Na-
tion, and those looking to start their 
own business or learn new job skills 
have a phenomenal counselor in Kris-
tine Schuman. Since 2008, Kristine and 

her staff have assisted in the retraining 
and transitioning of over 1,000 service-
members and their family members, as 
well as civilian workers, in the 
midcoast region. Furthermore, Kris-
tine has served as the project manager 
for the military spouse career advance-
ment account at the base, helping close 
to 200 military spouses receive the 
training necessary for placement in 
new employment opportunities. 

Our Nation owes our veterans in 
Maine, and throughout the country, a 
debt of gratitude that can never be 
fully repaid. Regrettably, the unem-
ployment rate for veterans returning 
from Afghanistan and Iraq is 12.5 per-
cent—a full 3.5 percent higher than the 
national unemployment rate for the 
overall population. That is what makes 
the work of Kristine Schuman and peo-
ple like her all the more critical. I 
thank Kristine for her incredible work, 
and wish her success in future endeav-
ors.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following concurrent resolutions 
were discharged from the Committee 
on the Budget pursuant to Section 300 
of the Congressional Budget Act, and 
placed on the calendar: 

S. Con. Res. 18. A concurrent resolution 
setting forth the President’s budget request 
for the United States Government for fiscal 
year 2012, and setting forth the appropriate 
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2013 through 
2021. 

S. Con. Res. 19. A concurrent resolution 
setting forth the congressional budget for 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2012 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2013 through 2021. 

S. Con. Res. 20. A concurrent resolution 
setting forth the congressional budget for 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2012 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2013 through 2016. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 1022. A bill to extend expiring provisions 
of the USA PATRIOT Improvement and Re-
authorization Act of 2005 and the Intel-
ligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention 
Act of 2004 until December 31, 2014, and for 
other purposes. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and placed on the calendar: 

S. Con. Res. 20. Concurrent resolution set-
ting forth the congressional budget for the 
United States Government for fiscal year 
2012 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2013 through 2016. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1786. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Safety Zone; Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi Air Show, Oso Bay, Corpus Christi, 
TX’’ ((RIN1625–AA00) (Docket No. USCG– 
2011–0139)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 17, 2011; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–1787. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Implementation of Section 224 of 
the Act; A National Broadband Plan for Our 
Future’’ (RIN3060–AJ64) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 17, 
2011; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–1788. A communication from the Senior 
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Cable Union, WI’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2010–1169)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on May 
12, 2011; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–1789. A communication from the Senior 
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Kokomo, IN’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2010–0605)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 12, 2011; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–1790. A communication from the Senior 
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Carizzo Springs, Glass Ranch Airport, 
TX’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2010– 
0877)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 12, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–1791. A communication from the Senior 
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Point Lookout, MO’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2010–1172)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on May 
12, 2011; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–1792. A communication from the Senior 
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Bedford, IN’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2010–1026)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 12, 2011; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 
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Text Box
 CORRECTION

March 5, 2012 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S3168
On page S3168, May 19, 2011, the Record reads: EC-1787. A. communication from the Associated Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau . . . received on May 17, 2011; to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.The online Record has been corrected to read: EC-1787. A. communication from the Associated Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau . . . received in the Office of the President of the Senate on May 17, 2011; to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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